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How Can YOU Be a Leader with KASA?
_____________________________________________________________________
At the KASA {Kids as Self Advocates} project, we think that every youth with a disability has something important to share, and is looking for ways to learn.  It can be hard as a young person to feel connected to the larger disability community and to find other young people who have been where you are and from whom you can learn. KASA wants to help change that by supporting youth to have control over their lives through peer-support, changing systems to include us and educating youth about their rights. KASA has many volunteer opportunities so you can develop, learn and share your leadership skills and life experiences.  We have ways for those with lots leadership experience, for those with a little leadership experience and for those who want to get some leadership experience to be involved.  Please read below for a how you can get more involved in some of these opportunities with KASA.  Feel free to call or email if you are interested in learning more about any of them or to get involved!
KASA Advisory Board
This is a small group, application-only opportunity that is open throughout the year.  That means, we usually have 6-9 young adult and youth leaders [ages 13-24] on the Advisory Board and as they leave, new people can apply to join.   This is generally a 5 hour/week commitment, with regular conference calls and some in-person meetings {as funds allow}.  This is the highest level of KASA project leadership.  The Advisory Board members help create the Annual Operating Plan, which is a plan that describes the work the KASA project will do and who will do it,  as well as create many of the documents that are on our website and that we give out to other people and groups.  They also present at conferences and work with other national and local groups to get young people involved. When there is an opening on the KASA Advisory Board, we post that on our website, through our listerve and with our friends and KASA members. The KASA Advisory Board can be a great way to learn how youth can lead a project, and to gain other advocacy and leadership skills. 
KASA Task Force

This is another small group, application-only opportunity that is revolving.  We also have 6-9 youth leaders [ages 13-18].  This is a project-specific group, meaning they are organized to help us with our Youth Information, Training and Resource Center.  The Task Force members are asked to put in an average of about 2 hours/week, with monthly telephone conference calls and ongoing email communication.  The Task Force helps the KASA Advisory Board and staff. They will help make decisions for the Center and review ideas and materials for us to develop and distribute. When there is an opening on the KASA Task Force, we post that on our website, through our listerve and with our friends and members. 

KASA Web Forum Leaders
We are looking for a few good teens and young adults to be our “Forum Leaders”.  If you like to be on the ‘Net and know your way around a virtual bulletin board, you are the person for us.  We have a great set up for virtual conversations, but really need someone to volunteer to manage an area and really help the conversation flow.  You can also ‘advertise’ the forums as a great place for other youth with disabilities to connect to share ideas, strategies and get support.  Check out our forums at www.fvkasa.org/forum.  You can choose your topic area, or we can make suggestions. 

KASA Committee Members
Our KASA Advisory Board has several committees to get the work done.  Most of the work on these committees is done individually or in pairs, with meetings over the phone or through email.  If you like to work independently while also supporting a team effort, this is for you!  Our current committee’s are:  Fundraising (help us to figure out ways to raise money to support our work, participate in funding activities, review grants, etc), Outreach Committee (helps find new KASA members, especially those that we have not successfully reached, finds ways for allies to support our work, responds to the needs of our members), & Evaluation (works on new ways to measure how helpful our work is and how well we are meeting the needs of youth across the country). 

KASA Web Contributors {write for the KASA website}
We are always looking for new items to put on our website.  We proudly post personal perspectives {your way of looking at things}, stories and suggestions, as well as reviews and tips on how to access systems or resources that youth with disabilities use to live life. We want to have a website full of information that youth find helpful and interesting. Did you find a unique or creative way to have your needs at school or at a job met?  Have you found a way to communicate with adult allies and professionals that get your point across?  Are you an expert on funding adaptive vehicles and recreation?  Do you like to express yourself through art and poetry? Well, we want to share your story.  Write for the KASA website and see your name in lights!  Well, maybe not lights, but on the screen anyway ;)
More to come….

Stay tuned to the KASA website for future opportunities including the KASA Review team and the KASA Speakers Bureau. 
For more information on or to participate in any of the above opportunities, or if you have ideas about other ways you can lend your talent to our project, please contact KASA at the phone, email and address below. 
Visit Kids As Self Advocates on the web at:   www.fvkasa.org
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 2340 Alamo SE, Suite 102


                  Albuquerque, NM  87106

Ph:  1-888-835-5669   Fax: 505-872-4780   Email: info@fvkasa.org
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